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Labour is self-knowledge. Self-knowledge means
labour. Whoever does not labour is a superstitious
person, a beggar, a vagabond, who waits for a miracle;
by the miracle he wants to live. And since one cannot
live without labouring, there is nothing left but to
enslave others. Therefore we rid ourselves by labour
of our innate spirit of violence. Love for our neigh-
bour is labour. Love is labour. Therefore we think
that where ethics, prayer or education fail, labour will
help. Thus labour becomes a remedy, not only in
prisons, for man can everywhere be improved by
labour. Through labour character is formed, and
indeed not only the character of the individual, but
also of types and classes. The sociologists make a dis-
tinction between the military and the industrial type;
Maurice speaks also of the knightly class, and the mer-
chant class. There is no doubt that every such class,
so far as it is exclusively based on one mode of labour,
is one-sided and imperfect.

* A few words on the metaphysical significance of
labour. Not only man, but the whole of society, nay
the whole of nature, is continually at work. The
modern theory of progress and development implies
a theory of labour, in the sense that every step takes
place through labour, unconscious labour. Nature
and society are a single, gigantic workshop. But not
a completely mechanical slave-workshop. In so far
as labour for us men is a means to an end, we are
concerned with this end which the nation and the
whole of mankind have in view. And through labour
it attains this end, the ideal. The understanding of
labour, the proper understanding of that which is